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05 ESG, supply chain and product compliance 
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New EU General Product Safety Regulation

Product safety 
Guidance expected 

Marketplaces 

Online/distance sales 

Connected products 

Machine learning 
Cybersecurity 

Recall notices 
Accident reporting 

Technical documentation 

EU responsible person Penalties

Placing on the market

Making available on the marketPutting into service

Manufacturer

Authorised representative Importer

Distributor
Fulfilment Service Providers

Traceability





UK reform 

OPSS Call for 
Evidence

November 2021 October 2023 December 2024 ?March – June 2021

UK Government 
Response

UK Product Safety 
Review Consultation

EU GPSR will apply 
(increasing divergence 

between UK & EU)

Progress with UK 
reform



EU Product Liability Reform

Industry Consumers

2026

 Burden of proof alleviated
 Disclosure requirements
 Long stop date extended
 Not just considering whether a 

defect existed at the time a 
product was put into circulation

 Destruction or corruption of 
data

 Applies to software (including 
AI systems), digital 
manufacturing files and even 
some related services

 Definition of defect

 Disclosure (limited added 
value?)



Group actions in the UK

Defendant



Product Risk Radar
Product Risk Radar is our online content hub for the latest important legal developments in product regulatory and liability risk impacting the UK 
and EU. Through our hub, we will post regular updates to help you navigate this increasingly challenging landscape. 

The Product Risk Radar homepage is located here. 

Access the Product 
Risk Radar here

EU

UK UK

UK

Developments

Regulatory 
requirements

Market 
surveillance / 

general product 
safety 

Product 
liability

 Technology-related developments 
(e.g., the AI Regulation and the AI 
Liability Directive, the Machinery 
Regulation, the Digital Services Act)

 Reform of existing legislation (e.g., the 
Toy Safety Directive / Regulation)

 Sustainability / Green Deal / Circular 
Economy (e.g., Deforestation 
Regulation, Sustainable Batteries 
Regulation, Packaging and Packaging 
Waste Regulation, Ecodesign for 
Sustainable Products Regulation)

 New Blue Guide 

EU
 Brexit-related developments 

(UKCA marking)
 Product Safety and Telecommunications
 Sustainability / Circular Economy (e.g., 

Plastic Packaging Tax, UK 
deforestation legislation)

 Market Surveillance 
Regulation in force –
Regulation 2019/1020

 New General Product 
Safety Regulation  

 OPSS reform 

 Adapting liability rules
 Collective redress / 

class actions

EU

 Potential reform

Germany
 Plastic carrier bags ban
 Single-Use Plastic Levy



Next session

ESG supply chain due diligence: what is the benchmark?
Wednesday 5 June, 3.00 - 4.00 pm BST | 4.00 - 5.00 pm CEST | 10.00 - 11.00 am EDT
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Baker McKenzie delivers integrated solutions to complex challenges.

Complex business challenges require an integrated response across different markets, sectors and areas of law. Baker McKenzie's client 
solutions provide seamless advice, underpinned by deep practice and sector expertise, as well as first-rate local market knowledge. Across more 
than 70 offices globally, Baker McKenzie works alongside our clients to deliver solutions for a connected world.

Baker & McKenzie is a member firm of Baker & McKenzie International, a global law firm with member law firms around the world. In accordance with the common terminology used in professional 
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